DUBAI INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY 
EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION 


DIA/ogue 10 


November 2005 


THE NEWSLETTER OF DUBAI INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY 
Dear Parents, Students, Teachers and Administrators 


Up-coming events in November and December 


1. Thursday, December 1, - World Day against AIDS 
Friday, December 2, - National Day - UAE (see page 6) 
Saturday & Sunday, December 3 & 4, - School closed in celebration of UAE National Day 
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Monday, December 5, - 
Parent Teacher Conferences Grades 6 to 9 from 6:30 to 8:30pm 
Sinterklaas Assembly - Elementary School (see page 6) 
PA-DIA meeting 


5. Saturday December 10, - 
PYP - Parent Information Session 9:30 to 10:30am 
International Day of Human Rights 


6. Saturday, December 10, - Monday December 12, 
Field Trip to Fujairah Adventure Centre for Grades 7 & 8 


7. Monday, December 12, - PA-DIA Meeting 


8. Tuesday, December 13, 
Santa Lucia Day in Sweden and Norway (see page 6) 
Class Parent Meeting at 7.45 am 


9. Monday, December 19 - PA - DIA Meeting 
10. Tuesday, December 20 - Winter Celebration at Elementary School (see page 6) 


11. December 21 - Early Dismissal at 12 noon 
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School Closure and Re-opening 


Wednesday, 30 November 


At the end of this day following completion of the After School Activities the School will close 
on the occasion of UAE National Day and normal classes and services will resume on Monday 
December 5". May we wish you a restful and relaxing holiday. 


Wednesday, 21°" December 
The school will dismiss at 12 noon on this day and will reopen on January 14, 2006. 
KRRKEKKKKKKKEKK 
Academic feedback - Secondary School 
We issued interim narrative reports to Grade 8 and 9 at the end of the day on Wednesday 23" 
November, and to Grades 6 and 7 on Wednesday 30 November. Following this, we would like to 


invite secondary school parents to the school on the evening of the 5™ December from 6:30 to 
8:30 pm in order to review the progress of their sons/daughters so far this term. 


KRRKKKKKKKEKK 


Parent Information Session - PYP 


Date: Saturday December 10th. 

Time: 9.30 - 10.30AM 

Venue: Cafeteria/meeting room next to KG2 & Grade! play area. 
Discussion: Assessment and reporting. 


Presented by: Alison Besselaar and Jessica Harvey - PYP Curriculum Coordinators. 


KRRKEKKKKKKEKK 


Openings for Teaching Assistants Positions 


The Elementary School is seeking teaching assistants for primary classrooms. The applicants 
should have completed high school or a higher level of education. Good English communication 
skills are essential. 

The teaching assistant will work closely with the teacher in the classroom and assist with 
student activities as guided by the teacher. Other responsibilities may include supervision, 
preparation of materials, and helping with displays of student work. The work hours are from 
7:30am until 3:30pm. 

Interested persons may submit their CV to the Elementary Principal's office. 
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Technology to Enable, Energize and Empower Education 


« Technology labs @ DIA 
As you all are aware, DIA has two well equipped IT labs for our 550 + students. In 
addition, we are pleased to setup of a mini-lab in the KG2 section so that technology can 
be integrated into the curriculum from early years. Our computer to student ratio 
stands at 1:4 now. 


« MS-Encarta 2005 - electronic encyclopedia and learning tool from Microsoft. The 
Microsoft Encyclopedia MS Encarta 2005 has been installed on all the PC's in the school. 
This has 3 components to it Encarta Dictionary Tools, Encarta Kids, Encarta Reference 
Tools. 


« DIA is pleased to announce that our local area network is now wireless as well. 


KRKKKKKKKEKK 


International Book Week 


Students in the Elementary School celebrated International Book 
Week from November 12 - 16. A wide variety of displays were 
produced to decorate walls and doors for a competition for 

the most decorated area. Mrs. Engelmann's class of 4A won the 
top prize of a pizza party with their display of “Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory". The decoration was good enough to eat, 


which the class did do at the end of the event! Bas Been 2C, shares his diorama created for 
International Book Week 


KRKEKKKKKKEKK 


Creative Writing 
A FRUIT FLY! By Ayesha Habib - Grade 4B 


A juicy peach 

out of reach 

of small fruit flies 
with stupid brown eyes 


with a blink of an eye 

there's a fruit fly 

laying eggs! 

The eggs which turn into larva, 

the larva which turn into pupa, 

the pupa which turn into .......wow! wonderfull 
A FRUIT FLY! 
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Please Welcome New Staff at DIA 


Mr. Dan Patching has joined DIA as the Elementary IT teacher. 

Mr. Patching is from England and is a graduate of the University of 
Exeter. Mr. Patching has been involved with educational activities in 
the UK, Australia and the United States prior to coming to the UAE. 
Mr. Patching is also very eager to begin additional athletic activities 
for students in the after school program. 


We would like to welcome Susie Alvares Valdez to the staff of the 
Secondary School. Susie is from Cuba, and has been living in the UAE 
for several years. She will be teaching French to grade 4 and 5, and 
Spanish from Grades 6 to 9. 


Nilesh has joined us as an Administrative Officer. He has over 
8 years of broad experience in developing and handling teams. 
He believes in building a long-term relationship between the 
organization and the customer that provide the basis for 
continued and successful growth. His experience includes - 
acting as liaison, resource broker, and advocate for clients 
providing key personal links to the company as well as to client 
executives. Prior to working with Dubai International Academy 


Mr. Dan Patching with grade 4 students 
Madison Clarke and Meethali Mirle 


a 


ay 


Nilesh was working as an Administrative Officer with (ICFAI University) Institute of Chartered 
Financial Analyst of India. The ICFAI University represents the multi-state network of 

universities which believes in creating and disseminating knowledge and skills in core and frontier 
areas through innovative educational programs with a high level of competence and deep sense of 


ethics and commitment to the code of professional conduct. 


Sandeep Agarwal was born and brought up in India. He completed his 
Degree in Commerce in 1996 and since then been working in Accounts 
in various fields. He has extensive experience in Implementations 

of Accounting processes with proper planning and management. Apart 


from accounting Sandeep has over one year's experience as a Computer 


Instructor at Pentagon Academy in India. Sandeep moved to Dubai in 


search of better career options in July 2002 and since then he has not looked back. 


Laith Mualla is Iraqi and from Baghdad, specializing in Islamic and 
Arabic literature. He graduated at Baghdad University, and has 
worked in the Gulf National School and Dubai First School (in Dubai). 
At present he is teaching Islamic (A) and Arabic (A) as part of 

MYP at {DIA} 
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MYP Music at DIA: An Audition-Based Approach 
Ron Malanga -Head of Music 


When your child comes home from a DIA music lesson, you may realize that she is being taught 
differently from the manner in which you and I were taught. Our program at DIA is unique in 
that the sequencing of instruction is based on musical cognition (audiation), as opposed to musical 
behaviorism or the logic of notation. Sequencing learning according to audiation empowers 
students to: 


1. Learn to perform on instruments more easily, because they will have both mental and 
physical readiness. 

2. Perform with better tone quality, intonation, rhythmic accuracy, and stylistic 
awareness. 

3. Listen to music intelligently: with an understanding of its surface structure (melody) 
and it's deep structure (mode and meter). 

4. Engage meaningfully in higher-level musical skills such as generalization, improvisation 
and composition. 

5. Performa large repertoire of songs with and without notation. 

6. Learn to read music with comprehension. (Notation ceases to be ‘button pushing 
instructions’, and becomes ‘icons which sing’ to the reader). 

7. Continue to progress musically with increasing independence from a teacher. 


How does an audiation-based approach achieve these results? The process of learning music 
is much the same as the process of learning language. How did you learn language? First, you 
listened to language from language-competent parents. You absorbed these sounds and became 
accu/turated to the language. Second, you tried, unsuccessfully at first, to imitate. But your 
unsuccessful imitations were praised; you were encouraged to "babble," even when the sounds 
that you were making did not make sense. Third, you began to think in the language. Fourth, you 
‘proke the code’ and began to speak (perform), initially with single words. Fifth, you began to 
improvise (via conversation). Finally, after several years of developing and refining these skills, 
you learned to read and write. Because of the sequence of your experiences, today you command 
the language in all its forms (i.e. listening, thinking, speaking, conversing, reading and writing), 
and can continue to expand that expertise independently. 


At DIA, we want your child to command the language of music in all it's forms (i.e. listening, 
thinking, performing, improvising, reading, and writing), and be able to expand that expertise 
independently. The /talicized sequence above using musical content instead of language content 
allows us to do that. 


What can I do to help my child at home? Support her work--Encourage 5 - 10 minutes per 
day of audiation work at a consistent time using the CD's provided by the school. Join her--Sing 
tonal patterns & resting tones. Move with flow and to Macrobeats & Microbeats while chanting 
rhythm patterns. Learn more yourse/f--Come to "MIND, MUSIC, MUSCLE & MYTH" (a seminar 
for parents). The date will be sent to you in the near future. I look forward to seeing 
you there. I'// bring the cookies! 
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Parent Association DIA NEWS 


1. Class parents 


Meeting 

The second class parents meeting was held on Tuesday 15 November and was a success. Thank 
you to all class representatives attending. We have discussed the responsibilities of class 
parents/assistants, library, Halloween, bake sales, parent directory, international celebrations, 


Dialogue, Scholastic book ordering, and the class representatives lunch on 24 
November. Meeting notes have been sent out by email to all class parents/assistants If you have 
not received a copy of these notes, please contact Leanne O' Connell at 050 4267725, or 
leanneoconnell@hotmail.com. 


The next Class Parents meeting will be held on Tuesday 13 December at 7.45 am in the 
conference room of the elementary school 


New class parents 
The new class parents for Grade 7B are Shruti Ghose (shrutighose@hotmail.com) and Hatice 
Senel (hgsenel@e-kolay.net). Thank you ladies for taking on this role. 


All grades are now represented at the PA DIA.. 


2. DIA Parent Directory 


We expect to distribute the first draft of the DIA Parent Directory before the end of this 
term. Thank you to all parents who have returned their permission letters. 


3. International Celebrations 


We have had several parents coming forward to share a special celebration in their home 
country with the DIA community. Thank you to all. If your country celebrates a special event 
or occasion and you would like to set up a display and/or provide some information during the 
general assembly, please contact Karin van Ravensberg at 04 3619731/ email: 


karinvanravensberg@hotmail.com. 


4. Winter Celebration at the Elementary School - 20 December 


We need parent volunteers to help the children with various activities during that day. Only a 
small portion of your time is needed. Volunteers will be allocated a specific time slot. We also 
need volunteers for decorating the assembly hall in the elementary school and other areas of 
the whole school on Wednesday afternoon 19 December. Please contact Karin van Ravensberg at 


karinvanravensberg@hotmail.com if you can help. 
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5. The Faculty and students appreciate the special efforts of Tiffany Buchan for the 
Thanksgiving display. It was very tempting to eat the home made apple pie on the Thanksgiving 
table! 


KRRKEKKKKKKEKK 


Global International Holidays 


This month the Parents Association has been working to compile a list of global international 
holidays which represent the 60 different nationalities represented by students and staff at 
Dubai International Academy. While all holidays will not be celebrated in class, we would like to 


recognize them in our school calendar and at assemblies. Every effort is being made to include 
important holidays from around the world, if you would like to make sure that an especially 
important holiday from your country is included, please make sure to let someone from The 
Parent Association, or Jennifer in the Principal's office or Janette in the Elementary School 
Principal's office know. 


KRRKEKKKKKKEKK 


Doctor 


DIA is pleased to announce the availability of a resident physician, Dr Indira George of the Al 
Nafees Clinic. To some of you Dr. Indira George is no stranger but a household name as she has 
been a family doctor in the past to several DIA families. She brings with her over 20 years of 
experience in Dubai. She will be available in the school usually on Saturdays, Mondays and 
Wednesdays in the mornings from 11:00 - 1:00 pm. 


KRRKKKKKKKEKK 


Dental Inspection 


Dr. Christina, from Dr. Michael's Dental Clinic will be visiting our School on the 28" and 29" of 
November. The Dental Screening will be done for all the students as follows: 

28 November - Nursery to Grade 2 

29 November - Grade 9 to Grade 3. 

If you do not wish your child to have dental check-up please fill in the form that has been sent 
with your child and return to the class teacher by the 26™ of November. 


A special presentation on the importance of keeping teeth clean and eating healthy food will be 
attended by the students on the following days: 

26™ November - Nursery, KG1 and KG62, 

27™ November - Grades 1 and 2 

28 November - Grades 3, 4 and 5. 
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Field Trip to Fujairah Adventure Centre 


We would like to offer an outdoor education field trip - initially to the grade 7 and 8 students. 
(Other dates for this and other trips for Grades 6 and 9 are being planned). 


It is our wish that everyone in Grades 7 and 8 will attend if possible 
Cost: approximately 1000/- Dirhams 


Dates: middle of December. Three Days two nights, provisionally Sat 10™ to Monday 12" 
December inclusive. 


Activities: climbing and abseiling, dhow trip with snorkeling, team building and beach activities, 
kayaking and raft building, orienteering / navigation with GPS, evening camp-fires. 


Accommodation: North Star Adventure Camp 

Designed as an adventure establishment within its own compound, the center provides clean, safe 
accommodation with basic facilities. 

The camp can accommodate up to 90 students in air-conditioned cabins that sleep four to a 
room. Each cabin holds two sets of bunk beds with a locker space for each person. 

There are separate ablution blocks for boys and girls with showers, sinks and W.C.'s. 


Look out for more information and application forms coming home soon. A deposit of 300 Dirham 


is required with the forms of you are interested. 
(CD or MP players, Walkmans and mobile telephones are not allowed on this trip.) 


KRREKKKKREKKRKEK 
After School Activities 


The ASA are going well. We have around 320 students participating in almost every Activity 
that was offered and the children are very happy. 


KRRKKKKKKKKEKK 


Arabic for Adults 


We are considering offering Arabic lessons for Adults on Sundays and/or Tuesdays from 3:30 to 
4:30 pm. Those interested please contact us at jenniferm@diadubai.com 
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PE Classes Schedule for Term 1 - Boys 


Lesson 1 2 3 
Grade 1 Swim - Saturday Indoor PE - | Outdoor Football - 
Monday Tuesday 
Grade 2 Indoor PE - Sunday Swim - Outdoor Football - 
Monday Tuesday 
Grade 3 Swim - Saturday Indoor PE - Outdoor Football - 
Tuesday Wednesday 
Lesson 1 2 3 
Grade 4 Outdoor Football - Health & Fitness - 
Sunday Tuesday 
Grade 5 Health & Fitness - | Outdoor Football - 
Sunday Wednesday 
Please note with Grades 4 & 5 the football class is a double lesson. 
Lesson 1 2 
Grade 6 Football Skills - Games - 
Sunday Monday 
Grade 7 Football Skills - Games - 
Saturday Wednesday 
Grade 8 Football Skills - Games - 
Saturday Monday 
Grade 9 Football Skills - Games - 
Saturday Tuesday 


I remain at your service, 


Clive Carthew 
School Director 
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